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Injured Wildlife.
Do you know what to do?

Ray Howell
QOutdoor Life's 2007 Most
_ Influential Sportsman of the Year
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Rauy K owell
HKickin fBem: One-on-One

“At 18 yards, Ray launched an arrow. As the arrow sliced through the bear it spun and charged.”
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Fay Howell's bow humning adventures
in pursit of the Morth Amesicii Sipes
Slam have made him & popular beature
in outdoor magadines and on televinion
slvorwns, such as, “American Archer”
and Gander Mountain's "We Live
Oundoors”,. Ray, however, insises his
e adwentures in life are his constant

parsuit of a choser relationship with God
atial the never-ending quest mo rex h

kids with hape of Jesus Chevin, Ricking
Bear Camps, founded by Bay, reach out
Fid ..||-||I|-||'||n Iluhn.l hiart, anal lu'g]n'lhl-
children using archery and the curdoors
a4 plarform for the message of hope thar
Ray has been called o share.

Baorn in Michigan, Ray was raised in
Wisconsin, The prodisct ol a broken
haomae, he was rnn||l].r||.'=}' devaitaned the
day hia Fachor walked our on his Gamily.
Five-vear ald Ray had to be pulled from
thee backsear of his father’s car kicking
and swreaming.

Ray lived with his I_-.umlp:un'lm.. His
gravdfarher mught him abour welding
and the value of hard work, however,
his true passian, archery, was learned
largehy on his ovwn. Alter his grandfacher
became (il Ray and his brothen were sent
to foster homes and he began ro ger bnao
trouble, He ran away from five different
|1|_||1||,-:._ | o |'||IJ|LEI.'. hix 'H.lLiJI. 'M'.Irhrl.
would rrack him down and rake him
back. Qe day whils Ray sz in a local
jall cell, Tiom saw him reading some
hunting magaeines., Tom offered o take
Ray hunskng with him anad his family,

It was this introduction to the oudoars
that made Ray fucus on what he waiiieal
1o do with his life. Ray also leamned the
difference one man could make in the
lifie of a kid while using the outelosms as 2
classroom

Ray eventuslly married and opened 2

welding shop, The business prospercd,
as did his success in the fickl of

Confimud ar pagr — H)

pewerlifring, a spart he began as a yoush.
|'[r_| wan r|-|,1|1!| ||.|1||\II.IJ p:m‘ur-lll’ung
thtles and sev many national records, all
ddmug free, Scemingly, he had ir all. Chne
day, Tom Poulkey came by o tell Ray
abaut a moubled kid whe, like him vean
carlier, needed hefp, Soon Ray found
Inirmself helping more and more kids.

Oime eroubled vourng main, Ben Ring,
asked Ray o ke him haning. le was
|I||'¢ ENCOLNIET Ih.ll it JI{\.I HJ-"-' [1¢]
hegin Kicking Beirs he jisst did not know
it vet. God was still not a priority for

H-H:f

Fay's wile, Karen. had been arending
church and became conemed for Bay's
salvation, Kapen confidad in a man
namseed Par Aucoin, 2 strong believer, and
felbow hunter, Fos rwo hours one day Pat
;.,;Inl“m_w'. o Hay about what it mesm oo
have a persomal relationship with Jesus
Chirist and shar life would never be rotally
|||]|iI|inF_ until he lusl chan relagionship.
Rav lissened b masle o commitment.
e day soon afier, while praceicing with
his bow, it all ssiddenly made sense.

“There was an cverwhelming
buming in my hear-—so
overwhelming that | went to my
knees, 1 realived with my bow in
one hand and arrows in the athes
that the Lord had been the one who
had been guiding my armows long
before 1 knew who He was, and
He is the ane whe has given me all
of my abilitics. | also realized that
these abilities were piven m me for
a purpose and that purpose is my
1_'.11lir|5_'| here on earth.  He is the
one who has |.r|'i|.'l'|l.d all the doors
for His purpose. At thar moment,
that's when I let Jesus into my heast
and knew that there was no other
path to follow here on earth”,

With o mew purpase in life the
minisery of Kicking Bear was born, The
maine, Kiching Bear, was inspired by
a grizly bear hung in Alaska. Ray and
his Bj_lil:ll:_ Ron Sherer, followed a hl.'lF,I:
set af tracks 1o o monserous bear. Ar 18
yasds, Ray launched an arrow. As the
arrow aliced through the bear it spun

anal charged, The bear slid to a dead stop
{lierally) under his feer. Meither Ray nor
hils gulde cold helieve wha: happensd
Ron hooked at him and sasd, “You

really kicked char bear's hind end!” An
Ametican Indian ond bore enthusiasy, he
rald Ray char his Inclisn name would be
“Kicking Bear™, This name would come
1 dillenify Ray's pasion for resching

kinds.

Bl h"|:'-"'" wting whatever |'||.'|lr'4:rrl.1 he
could 1o reach kids and morivate adules
1 mezor wrng poople, inchiding his
infamous Polar Bear huns. Ray savs of
this apporsunity,

“This was an incredible hunt for me.
Every day | got oo wake up, take my bow
inci a hostile crvirmnment and chawe my
drearn, Every dav, using a satellite phone
| pasted my progress on 3 webslie and
then peak 3 minuie and @iked abour the
importance of being a mentor o kid
and how vou can change a kid's life by
ipending jus a little time with him or her
in the oudoars™.

(n the 14th day Ray harvesied a
muagnifbeent bear with his baw.

Since the first camp, Interest has
grown and camps ane being hicld In
mamy states with o Ji-kll'ql 10 Apeansar
camps cach vexr These camps are toeally
free to all parvicipans, Thousands of
kids throughout the U% are atrending
accompanied by adult mentors o Insre
the child does not get lost afrer the camp
expericice. Games, ourdoor education,
and of course archery all are pary of the
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Knku:!; Bear ;l|'-|:lil'nl'|.' Jhll.'ll_;I with an
|1I!1,|I'|I.|'l;'|.! Lot
exch individual camp. However, Ray
;|11'4_|'| r|'..|lcu fUre I|‘|JI: Ll\l]il‘lg r|'.-c COMITS
wl thve weekend he shares with the lkids
the real reason behind Kicking Bear

He challenges the kids to puriue sheir
dreams as he did and that a relationship

\u'l'\lLI.III I'IIJI1I. Le] =’L|"l\.|“-'

with Jesus Christ is key to any successhal
life pursuit, Thousands of kids have now
found fith in Chrise through Kicking
Bear.

In abouwt 2002 Gander Mowtain
viores signed on with Ray Howell and
Kicking Bear, When he received the
call from company CEO Maik Baker
1o talk abowit a Pro-Sealf position, Ray
took along 3 27 thick resume of all the
havhood dreama he had chased in the
ouicloars. H.q:r was alio verv clear In che
meeting ax 1o whar the message of Ray
Howell and Kicking Bear was all sbour
He unashamedly told Mark abaut that
mezsage and instead of shying away Mark
enthusiassically embraced Ray's mialon
Ray didn't even open his resume.
Insiead, all he and Mark mlked about
was how they could help kids rogether,
Kicking Bear has hecome 2 prominem
theme with the ourdear retiler.

I 20005 Ray joined forces with
BowTech Archery and their subsidiany
Dijamiond Bows 1o suppor the mission
of Kicking Bear, BowT'ech and
Diamond have dc"-'cll_'lpl.'d a
huge following of hunters
on account of their product

ualicy and innovation and
:111:':1' exposure in the hunting
Jnd L'I]_L[L'Iﬂl-lr ing‘lusrr_l.' !1:5
led o a relationship that
is especially exciting. John
Sermheim, CEO of BowT ech and
Dewayne Tiller, General Manager have
mude It perfectly clear in a stacement o
R;:. thar it dees mor maner how many
youth baws they sell bue racher how
many people find 3 peronal relationship
with Jenm Christ, At that point, Ray
kmnew '“ul'l:u Ilf wWils |||f|f ll"l! “-'II“ I“‘ W
“fishing™ parners were. When one walks
pasy the BowTech and Dizmond booth
a1 any ﬂr":h: i|1|J|nlr:| ||F|!r "h““" afig o
the first things noviced is the prominendy
displayed Kicking Bear logo. The
Digmond Cutter and Edge are now the
afficial bows of Kicking Bear,

Mot recenitly, Realiree has joingd
loeces with FL':..'l::-ltl_' Bear as a major
'al'h'rl'l“lr amd I.I'.\lllril'"-lll"r in F:.J."-'I! qllf‘:
to reach as many kids as possable vhrough
archery and the susdonrn.

Since finding faih in Clerisy Ray's life
lias anly gorten berrer, His mmulmoes
chitdhood, once Alled with hearache
and discontent. has helped him o
beteer appreciare all char God ha done
for him. Ray fongave his Father For
I-rJ'.'inl_[ uhrn 'r||: S A l.]l |||| anad I1'.Jn.||.'
peace with bim, God allwwed Ray the
oppernnity 1o follow his boyhood
dreanu of bowhunting big game. Ray
ways b grearesy sponsar in life is his wife
Karen and thas his love for her continues
10 Grow. In his words: “Ic's been lile the
mantaing [ have dimbed—when vou
think you've made it to the fop—
1|||E ¢ I|||||I|'||,'| ]|’_‘1.|,"| J:I|.| aE r|‘||.' bove b'_:-."‘ﬂ LT
vasie're only locking up to what vou
think might be the wop, She las been
my “all ini life.” Slse cruly i a gife from
Ged.” With a Family of nine children
and 2% grandchildeen, Ray and Karen's
“queiver is full” and is  cescament oo their
love for kids and commitment 1o famiby,
something missed by Ray as a child

He has now neatly completed
the Super Slam (thae is all of the 28
recognl red MNorch American h"l:" game
animaly each of which must qualify for
Pqp.: & I‘I'-'”'"I-i' T 2040 I'npc' & '|.'|~||.|:.J.'_
recogaired him with the Scewardship
Aweand on account of all he has given
back o young people and the spart of
archery, In 2007, Ouedoar Life named
Ray one of the 25 most inflscntial
sportsmen of the vear. Over 10,000
people vored on the Oudoor Life
website and in the end Ray was selecoed
a siiigle most influentlal sporsman
of the vear, Rav received the inagaral
award at the SHOT Show in February
Hav s ghat ||n‘.!'||.|!.|_' he's done En life.
no amouns of money he's made, recond
broken, award reccived, or trophy raken
compares 1o spencing even jus fve
imuzes helping a kid. Ray says, “There
i only one Pro-Staff in life—and tha
involves beting an ambassador for Chrisi”

Statistically, sociologists
would tell us thar Ray Howell
did not stand a chance as a
kid, but since when was God
concerned about stadstics? God



in August, | attended a Kicking Bear
Camp in Michigan, 340 kids, many
from inmer ety Detrolt ambaed at the
campground an Friday night amid
poufing rain and thunderstorms.
Despite the conditions their
exciternent could not be extinguished.
It was incredible to watch and
participate bn the many events Fricay
night, to incluede what had to be the
wiorkd's largest marshmallow fight.
There is no way to describe seeing
20,000 marshmallows being throwm;
you just have to see it]

Saturday brought morne rain but
shindng spirits. First breakfast, a safety
brief, and then it was aff to the 3-0
archery ranges with the campers. it
wivs a chance to bond with smallér
groups of kids. | met a boy whose
mother recently died. | metan B-year

| oldd girl who earlier In the summier had
been hit twice by bullets ina drive-by
 shooting. Behind the smiling faces,
thens was a lot of hurt.

At the end of the day evenyone
Lgathered around to lsten to Ray and
retired Detrodt Lions lineman Tony
Semple spaak. Ray shared the exciting
story of David and Goliath and how
nothing is impossible f God ison
your side. tn the end, the Gospel wiss

esented, Hoads were bowed, eyes

losed. Kids prayed. Lives changed. To

insk it all began with a boy, a bow,

'?nd a bear!

had a pla.n far him thuu?"}l that plan was
not revesled il laser in life, feremiah
20:11 readhs, ® "For | know the plams 1
have for you,” declares che LORD, 'plans
1o prosper vou and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a fuure” ”
(VY. Who would have :hnus}ll that
God's plan for thamsands of young

pecple would invelve 3 former foarer kid.

juvenile delinguent, welder, weighilifter,
and world-class bowhuner? God's hand
has cermainly been an the life of Ray

Hawell, even when he dfid not realize ic.
Today Ceod is using him, Kicking Bear,

ansd partners like Gander Mountain and
Bow Tech Archery 1o encourage kids,
many of whsm would otherwise have no
hope or future here an canh, to follow
their dreams and wrus in the Lord, and
build for them a hope and funire for
Eberiiey

Far more Information abour Ray
Hovaed| wned H'H:k'mg Bear 2 0w,
RayHowellLoom ar www, KickingBear,

org.

2009 Shot Show
Sportsmen’s Prayer Breakfast

;]

Orange County Convention Center — Orlando, Florida
Saturday, January 17*, 2009 - 7:00 am

Guest Speaker Ray Howell

I

Join sportsmen from around the nation when we meet together for CSF's
111h annual event featuring Ray Howell recently honored as Outdoor Life's
Most Influential Sportsman of the Year and television host

Breakfast Registration - Only $35
Table of Ten (10) Sponsorship—Gold 51,000 = Silver 5500 = Bronze 5330

Call 770.772.6749 or Go Online at; www.christiansportsman. com
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